
Scavenger Hunt for Canada Schools
Welcome to the Student Research Center “Scavenger Hunt.” This exercise is designed to take you on a short tour and fact-finding mission within EBSCO’s Student Research Center (SRC) -- accurate, easy-to-use and available through your library. Follow the instructions and answer all related questions.
First ask your librarian or another teacher how to log in. You should be able to access SRC via the library or school web site or by going to http://search.ebscohost.com and entering a user ID and password. The first thing you’ll see after logging into SRC is a screen that looks like the one pictured below. 
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Look at the homepage (it looks like the image shown here). Near the top you’ll see the “Find” box. This is where you type in a key word or words to begin your research.
1) To start things off, type in “ice caps” and click 
[image: image1]. How many results do you get? _______

2) Since you probably don’t want to weed through hundreds of articles, SRC offers subject “clusters,” which you’ll see on the left side of the results list under the heading Narrow Results by. Click one of the subjects on the list (ARCTIC regions, for example). Now how many results do you see? _______

3) Open the first article in your result list (by clicking its title) and fill in the following:
Title: ____________________________
Source: __________________________
Document type: ____________________

Date of Publication: _________________
4) Now look for this link/icon [image: image2.emf]in the upper right of your screen and click it. At the top of the page you’ll see 
[image: image3], alerting you to the fact that you have now stored an article which can be viewed later. We’ll come back to this later in the scavenger hunt.
5) Try a new search. To clear the last search and return to the home page, you can either click the 
[image: image4] button in the upper left of your screen or the [image: image5.png]B mStudent Research Center

powered by EBSCOhost’



 logo above it. (Note: you can use this practice anytime you wish to start over). Now that you are back at the home page, take a look at the center of the screen and you’ll see the words Include when searching along with several small square images. You can use the check boxes below the pictures to include (or exclude) various types of publications, documents, and other resources in your results. Let’s try it!
6) Type “Iraq war and Canada” into the Find box, and leave check marks only under Magazines and Photos, Maps & Flags. Click 
[image: image6] . At the top of your result list, you should see small icons representing your chosen sources. Click the Photos icon to see a list of pictures.
Open a photo and describe what is happening in the picture, and then add the photo to your folder. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

7) Click Result List to get back to the previous page, and then click the Magazines icon. Open one of the articles and write a brief description of the article. _________________________________________________________________________________
8) At the top of the page look for this
[image: image7]symbol and click it. A new page will open, allowing you to email the article. If you have an email address, send a copy to yourself. Now add the article to your folder.
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9) Go back to the home page. Find the SEARCH BY TOPIC box (pictured) on the left side of the screen. This is a great way to start your researching, especially if you want or need a bit of guidance with your topic. Click the Technology category and then check off the box next to Computer Games. In the Find box, type the word “health.” Click 
[image: image8]. Now open one of the full text 
[image: image9]articles related to video games and mental/physical health. Read the article and look for your keyword (health) which will be in bold italics. Name 2 Subject Terms found in the Citation. ______________  ______________ According to the article, do video games have a positive or a negative effect on players? _______ How so? ______________________________________________________. Now add this article to your folder.
10) Click New Search again. Let’s try using some Limiters. These are located under the heading 
[image: image10] and are designed to help focus your research using details such as publication date(s), language, document type, and more.
Start by typing “Stephen Harper” in the Find box. Next, remove the check marks from under all source types except Newspapers.  Now scroll down to the Limiters and do the following: A) Make sure the Full Text limiter is checked. B) Next to Published Date from insert a date range of February 2006 to the current month and year. C) Under Document Type, choose “Article.” D) Under Language, choose “French.” Click 
[image: image11]. How many results do you get? ___What is the date of the most recent article? (Hint: You may have to select “Date” in the Sort by: dropdown box). ____________. Open the article and add it to your folder. Note: If any limiters are not visible, use 
[image: image12].
7) Do you remember how many items you added to your folder? Let’s check. Find this symbol 
[image: image13]on your screen and click on it. How many articles are there? ___ How many images? ___
Now that you are familiar with some search techniques, take a look at some other SRC features.
8) Look for this symbol [image: image14.emf] and click. When the new page opens, in the Find box type “Margaret Atwood.” Click 
[image: image15]  and open the first result (there may be just one) and read the entry. What year was Atwood born? _____ What is her best-known novel? ____________________________
9) Go back to the home page again and look for a box on the left side of the screen titled Top Searches. Name three of the top searches. __________________  __________________  __________________  
10) Find the Spotlight Topic. What is the current topic? ___________________________________
Congratulations, you are done! Now use the skills you have learned to research topics for your next project, paper, or homework assignment.

Note to instructors: No answer key is provided due to the fact that answers may vary depending on addition of new content, database settings and/or subscriptions. Conducting your own searches prior to student use is advised. This document can be customized should instructors wish to include alternate keywords, search topics, and/or questions.
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Abstract:  In this article the author examines the incivility of public discourse as it
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Margaret Atwood

Magill's Survey of American Literature, Revised Edition © 2007 by Salem
Press, Inc

Full Name: Margaret Eleanor Atwood
Gender: Female
National Identity: Canada

English
One of the most prominent and prolific Canadian authors, Atwood is also
one of the world's best-seling writers. Although Atwood is best known for

her novels, she writes poems, short stories, children's fiction, and essays
and has even worked in nonmedia, including film, television, and theater.
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