Lesson Plan: The Physical Environment of British Columbia		Grade 3                                                
	Focus

You have been asked to give a talk and provide a handout to visitors who know nothing about your community and its surroundings. They want to know which landform, body of water, river, city or town is the most significant feature in the region* you live. 

Your visitors are going to want some souvenirs. 
1. They will want a simple map to show:
· where you live in British Columbia.
· where the special features are located in your region and 
· what the special features are. 
2. They will want to hear about: 
· 3 important reasons why where you live is special and 
· the reasons you chose the feature you did.


	Find and Filter (Resources): 

Before beginning your research it is important to think about and record what you already know about your region and what you need to find out to do this project. Use a chart* to record your ideas.

Work with a partner or in a group to find at least 2 landforms, 2 bodies of water, 2 rivers, and 2 cities or towns in your region.

· Use the Encyclopedia of BC to locate information about your region. You can start by entering your region’s name as a search term.
· Collect names of landforms, bodies of water, rivers, towns or cities in your region.
· Use these names to search for more information about these features. 
· Record key words, main ideas in point form in a note chart.


	What I Know
	What I need to find out
	What I learned

	Landform – Mount Robson
	Where it is located?
Why is it special? 
Is there a picture?

	· highest peak in Rocky Mountains
· First Nation name is Yuh-hai-has-kun ("Mountain of the Spiral Road")
· also a provincial park




	Working with the Information (Interpreting and Analyzing Information):

· Think about your community and the region you live in.  Organize your important facts by grouping similar ideas together.
· Find or draw pictures to show the features that you have made notes on.
· Create your own map and place the important features you have learned about your region on the map.
· Prepare an outline for your presentation and the handouts.


	Communicate (Demonstrate Knowledge):

· Decide how you and/or your group will share the findings from your research. Give a presentation or design a handout.
· Have you communicated 3 very important reasons why where you live is special?
· Have you included your reasons for choosing one feature over the other ones you found out about?  
· Does your map contain all of the features you found out about? Did you add something extra to your map to make it interesting?


	Reflect 
You now know so many things about the region where you live. Thinking about all that you have learned, what are the key features you would want information about if you were to move to another region in BC? Where would you look to find information about a new region?


	Teacher Notes:

IRP Curriculum Links
Skills and Processes of Social Studies
· Critical thinking skills (e.g. questioning, comparing, predicting, classifying, identifying patterns)
· Symbolic representation (e.g., flags, maps)
· Using simple maps
· Gathering information from a variety of sources
· Create a presentation on a selected topic

Communities Past and Present: Human and Physical Environment
· Locating major landforms and bodies of water in BC
· Characteristics of Canada’s provinces and territories and (e.g. relative location, significant landforms and bodies of water, cities and town, major industries)


Suggestions:
A chart has been suggested as a planning or note colleting tool. You may wish to explore other reproducible graphic organizers.

The range of reading abilities in the class and lack of familiarity with online text and navigation features will present some challenges. Students will likely require instruction on and practice with: 

· understanding information text features 
· reading strategies for information texts* (e.g. scanning for key words)
· making connections between what they read and what they know
· distinguishing between important and less important ideas 
· online searching with the Encyclopedia of BC database and selected web sites
· note taking 
· the stages of the research process
· map features and labeling

Resources
*The Regions of British Columbia include the Rockies, Thompson Okanagan, Cariboo-Chilcotin, Vancouver Island, Gulf Islands and Vancouver Coast and Mountains. 

Collecting and labeling pictures of the landforms etc. in the region would be useful for a class bulletin board. It could also serve as a focal point for discussion if you were to have the class vote at the completion of the assignment on the most significant landform, body of water, etc. in your region. Interactive maps of BC are available with detailed information about each region. This site compliments the information in the Encyclopedia of BC. Please read the copyright disclaimer on this commercial site. The Ministry of Transportation Map Gallery has a variety of regional maps that can be downloaded and printed.

In addition to an atlas, examples of maps required include:
· outline map of B.C. for student to place the regions of British Columbia on.
· map of B.C. to introduce symbols, legends, physical features and place names.
· regional maps

If available Google Earth and Google Maps demonstrations would be interesting to show the students their region’s location, where they live and the school’s location in the region. It also provides an opportunity to talk about how important maps are.

Research Quest: A Student Guide is a simple chart to help students focus when working with the research process. 

Adrienne Gear’s Nonfiction reading power: teaching students how to think while they read all kinds of information is an excellent source for reading strategies


	Assessment:

You may choose to assess students on several of the following achievement indicators selected from pages 39-40 and 44 of the Social Studies 3 IRP. The indicators correlate to the prescribed learning outcomes. “Students who fully meet the prescribed learning outcomes are able to”:

· Select information for a presentation on a topic 
· Draw simple interpretations from personal experiences, oral sources and visual an written sources
· Organize relevant information for a presentation
· Deliver an engaging presentation on their topic
· Identify the significance of symbols and colours on maps
· Interpret information on simple maps using cardinal directions, symbols and legends
· Create simple maps to represent their own communities
· Use simple map grids (e.g. letter-number coordinates) to identify simple locations
· Label a map to show locally relevant landforms and bodies of water (e.g. bays, straits, inlets, gulfs, beaches, peninsulas, mountain ranges, valleys, plains, marshes, rivers, lakes, islands)
· Identify significant landforms and bodies of water in selected communities studied
· Gather information on a topic from more than one source (e.g. book, magazine, web site, interview)
· Record information from various sources, demonstrating appropriate strategies for note taking (key words, main ideas, point form)
· Cite their information sources appropriately (e.g. simple bibliography)
· Apply strategies for information gathering (e.g. using headings, indices, tables of contents)

The assessment instrument on p.57 of the IRP can be used as a guide for assessing the criteria you chose to focus on for this assignment.  You may also choose to adapt one of the many assessment rubrics found at RubiStar or Discovery School. The general map assessment rubric from Discovery School is very useful.




