Lesson Plan: Stars and Planets                                                     Grades: 3
	Focus  
Earth is becoming overcrowded and you have been given the task of choosing a new home in our Solar System.  
· Work collaboratively to develop a plan for your research based on what you already know and what you have questions about
· Use the KWL model or develop a web to show your plan and help you organize your ideas – names of the planets and other objects in our Solar System with facts that you already know or things that you think you should find out

	Find and Filter
Work alone or with a partner.
· Use World Book Kids to locate information on the various planets, moons and other objects in our Solar System
· Use the Save feature to save the text of the article as a document, save pictures that you think might help you learn about or explain your choice
· Use the World Book Student  to find more information on your chosen place – the “at a glance table” is very useful
· Use the save feature to save this information in the same place as the last article

Work with a partner.
· Look at your plan and highlight the useful parts of each article that you have saved. Place you initials next to your contributions.

	Work with the Information
· Think about the Earth and try to find similar facts about your chosen planet 
· Re-write the important facts in your own words
· Locate  pictures or diagrams that explain things clearly
· Think about how the Earth and your planet are different.
· What is needed to make the planet habitable?

	Communicate 
· Decide how you will share what you have learned. On a poster with pictures, in a table of facts,…

· How will you convince people that your planet would be a good choice as a new home?

	Reflect  
· Did your plan help?
· What problems did you have finding the information you needed? 
· Which resource was easiest to use? 

	Teacher Notes:

IRP Link
Science 3 -Processes of Science

· ask questions that foster investigations and explorations relevant to the content

Science 3 -Earth Space Science: Stars and planets

· describe characteristics and movements of objects in our solar system
Outlining the lesson
· Use the Getting Started Guide to learn about the Research Quest Model and for ideas for integrating ICT
· Have the class work together to develop their research plan using a KWL table or a web 
· Using WorldBook Kids model researching a planet – use Earth as your topic, 
· Use keyword search in WB kids to locate a simple article, save the article and its accompanying pictures. Follow the link to WorldBook Student and save the “Earth at a glance table” and perhaps the entire article
· Model using the plan to select only the information that you want/need for your project 
Assessment
· Students should be assessed on:
· Find and Filter - how well the information that they gathered relates to their plan
· Working with Information – how well they were able to locate key facts 
· Communicate – does their final product make a good case for their planet? 
· Use the ICT Performance Standards to help you develop the assessment rubrics – the standards are developed for grades 5 – 10 but offer useful guidelines that can be adapted to Grade. 3 (See the Quick Scale)
· The RubiStar site has many examples of Rubrics and can be used to develop your own




