Grade: 8 Lesson Plan: Innovation in the Middle Ages                                                
	Focus:  

By the end of the Middle Ages a stable society had developed, laying the foundation for a new civilization.   What was the most important innovation, during this time period, that contributed to developing a stable society?  

· You are to work with a partner and research an object which represents something that was done, made, invented, used, worn, built or eaten during the Middle Ages.

· Brainstorm, with your partner, possible innovations to research.



	Find and Filter:

Work with a partner

· Survey the sources below for information

· Use keywords to search for information

· Evaluate their effective use for researching your topic

· Use World Book Student to begin your research

· Search the Biography Center-Inventors where you can search by time period for information about the inventor of your innovation. 

· Use the EBSCO Research Databases

· Funk and Wagnalls New World Encyclopedia

· Use the Student Research Center

· Books & Encyclopedias and Primary Source Documents

· Consider the object’s function and importance, connection to life in the Middle Ages and its significance to society

· Make notes and record bibliography information

	Work with the Information
· Begin to make connections between your notes 

· Synthesize your notes in your own words
· Locate illustrations or diagrams

	Communicate: 

· Decide how you will visually represent your innovation to the class, for example a poster, a model, or a PowerPoint 

· Your innovation is to be accompanied with a written explanation including its name, approximate date of use, its function and importance, its connection to life in the Middle Ages and its significance to society

· Why is your innovation the most important?

	Reflect:

· With your partner, reflect on your research quest
· Provide a brief summary  
· Engage in a group discussion

· Each group will reflect on the class presentations and create a list of the top 5 innovations of the Middle Ages


	Teacher Notes:
IRP Link

Social Studies 8 - Application of Social Studies

· Gather and organize a body of information from primary and secondary print and non-print sources, including electronic sources

· Interpret and evaluate and variety of primary and secondary sources

· Plan, revise and deliver written and oral presentations

Social Studies 8 - Economy and Technology:  Civilizations from 500 to 1600

· Describe the impact of technological innovation and science on political, social and economic structures

Outlining the lesson
· Use the Getting Started Guide to learn about the Research Quest Model and for ideas for integrating ICT
Assessment

· Students should be assessed on:
· Communicate – Final Product and Oral Presentation

· Reflection – Research Process Reflection and Group Discussion

· Use the ICTI Performance Standards Quick Scale to assist in developing an assessment rubric
· The RubiStar site has examples of Rubrics which can be used to develop your own





