Lesson Plan: Children of War                                                        Grades: 8, 9
	Focus                                                                                                             You will be writing letters to an International Aid agency describing your situation as a child living in a war situation.  In your letter you will ask for help in easing the specific conditions in which you find yourself.   Choose a conflict from any country that has occurred since 1900.
In your study group brainstorm to develop keywords.  Think of keywords that describe the experience of children in war.   List the types of information that would be helpful as well, for example interview or letter.

	Find and Filter:

Individually, search and survey online databases to select articles from newspapers and magazines describing the experiences of children in war situations.  

· Use EBSCOhost Canadian Reference Centre and Middle Search Plus to locate useful information or articles.

· Use the Add to Folder feature to save at least 2 useful articles.

· Use World Book Encyclopedia to find geographical information on the climate and topography of your country that will help to add authenticity to your letter.



	Work with the Information:

Take notes, collecting data on the experiences of children in war considering how their daily lives are impacted in relation to the basic needs of education, medical treatment, food and shelter.  Use a mind map or graphic organizer to organize your data.


	Communicate:

Following the RAFT strategy write a letter as a child in a war situation writing to a relief agency explaining how war has impacted your life, how your daily basic needs are not being met and what you think needs to be done to improve your situation.  Be sure to include realistic details such as the weather conditions to make your letter sound authentic.

RAFT: http://www.cyberlearning-world.com/nhhs/html3/rafts.htm

	Reflect:

Did you find a minimum of 3 reference sources to guide your writing?

Did you organize your notes in a clear and concise manner?

Have you cited your sources?

Did your letter clearly state a purpose for writing and did you use persuasive language as you presented your case?   Does your letter sound authentic?



	Teacher Notes
IRP Links
English 8 

· Read to comprehend magazines, and newspapers using electronic reference material.
· After reading and viewing, select and use a range of strategies to extend and confirm meaning, including summarizing, synthesizing, and applying ideas.
Outlining the lesson
· Children in War activity to follow the reading of non-fiction titles on that theme. The books chosen for this unit were Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson, The Bite of the Mango by Mariatu Kamara, Long Way Gone by Ismael Beah, They Poured Fire on Us From the Sky by Benjamin Ajak, The Zookeeper's Wife by Diane Ackerman, An Ordinary Man by An ordinary man by Paul Rusesabagina with Tom Zoellner.
· Using EBSCOhost’s Canadian Reference Centre and Middle Search Plus in a combined search for “child + war” students will find periodical and news articles, pictures, interviews and quotes providing a wide perspective.
· A search in World Book Student for Afghanistan provides articles, maps, tables, websites, pictures and special reports.  This information will help students to make their written assignments more realistic by providing background information on countries in conflict.  The external websites suggested by World Book will provide many varied examples of media.
· Students will research background information and create letters to International Aid organizations using the RAFT Strategy.
· Raft Strategy: http://www.cyberlearning-world.com/nhhs/html3/rafts.htm 
· Focus:  Spend time in class helping students to focus on the selection of useful keywords by brainstorming with them.
· Find and Filter:  Guide students through basic search strategies showing them how using different keywords will affect their results.  

· Working with Information: Teachers may wish to provide students with a specific graphic organizer or have them use Inspiration software.  Simple graphic organizers can also be created using Word.

· Communicate:  RAFT strategy helps students create strong and focused writing.  It may be helpful to have students complete shorter practice statements in the RAFTs style before beginning their final work.

Assessment:  
Students should be assessed on:

· How well they were able to locate articles to support their letter writing.
· Their ability to select and record pertinent facts.

· How authentic sounding their letters were.





